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Aboriginal Land Rights  










My Dreaming - Boobera Lagoon – Gamilaroi Country 
Preamble to the ALRA 
 Whereas:  
 1. Land in the State of New South Wales was traditionally 
owned and occupied by Aborigines:  
2. Land is of spiritual, social, cultural and economic 
importance to Aborigines:  
3. It is fitting to acknowledge the importance which land has 
for Aborigines and the need of Aborigines for land:  
 4. It is accepted that as a result of past Government 
decisions the amount of land set aside for Aborigines 
has been progressively reduced without compensation. 
Functions 
Aboriginal Land Councils in NSW 
• Elected body for local members, and advocate for 
Aboriginal people in the local community  
• Land Acquisition – land claims  
• Land Use and Management and Financial Stewardship – 
manage the land and the money  
• Aboriginal Culture and Heritage – protect and promote 






Land Claims Statistics 
2014 Land Claims : 
 
•  36,711 lodged (2014) 
•  2,555 granted 
•  6,826 refused  





The Network of Local 







NSWALC’s Land Functions 
Land Claims can be made on ‘crown land’ that is not 
needed for ‘an essential public purpose’ 
NSWALC’s land functions include:  
• Assist LALCs with land claims  
• Put in land claims on its own behalf  
• Secure and maintain land 
• Approve ‘land dealings’ by LALCs including the 
sale of land  
• Provide advice to the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs               
(including on land issues) 
Comparison 
• Land Rights and Native Title 
Policy issues: 
• Culture & heritage, 
• Crown lands management, 
• Water,  
• Human rights and international advocacy,  
• Economic development, 
• Local government and state government planning.  
 
FPWEC Advice 
NSW Aboriginal Water 
Initiative 
• In 2011, NSW Treasury confirmed the approval 
of $1.69million per annum for up to four years to 
ensure ongoing effective engagement in water 
with Aboriginal communities, also following the 
FPWEC Recommendations 
 
• Funding was received from NSW Treasury 
through the Commonwealth – Closing the Gap 
 
AWI 
• The AWI currently has 12 positions (11 
Aboriginal) but 30 June 2016 the team will 
reduce with no new funding 
• The AWI is the only Aboriginal water unit in 
Australia 
• The program also aligns with COAG’s National 
Water Initiative, Murray Darling Basin Plan, 
Water Management Act 2000 and the NSW 
State Plan 
NSW AWI and NSWALC 
• There is a strong relationship between the two Teams 
• Working closely on: 
– Engagement and capacity building 
– Protocols 
– Water Licensing opportunities 
– Water Dependant Cultural Value Collection and Protection 
• Contacts – Bradley Moggridge Team Leader   








• For more information on New South Wales 
Aboriginal Land Council please go to: 
www.alc.org.au 
 
Policy & Programs Unit 
policy@alc.org.au  
02 9689 4444 
 
